
Table 66. Number of selected reported chronic conditions, by geographic region and place of residence: United States, 1996
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II.]

Type of chronic condition

Geographic region

Place of residence

MSA1

Not
MSA1Northeast Midwest South West

All
MSA1 Central city

Not
central

city

Selected skin and
musculoskeletal conditions Number of chronic conditions in thousands

Arthritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,800 7,532 12,577 6,729 25,218 9,213 16,005 8,421
Gout, including gouty arthritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503 620 836 529 1,772 436 1,336 715
Intervertebral disc disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,254 1,480 2,535 1,432 5,375 1,807 3,569 1,325
Bone spur or tendinitis, unspecified . . . . . . . . . . . 385 611 910 1,028 2,041 832 1,209 893
Disorders of bone or cartilage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 495 189 637 409 1,381 414 967 349
Trouble with bunions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 536 499 935 391 1,967 611 1,356 394
Bursitis, unclassified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 946 1,124 1,822 1,114 3,821 875 2,946 1,185
Sebaceous skin cyst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 273 441 316 984 264 720 207
Trouble with acne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 696 1,512 1,368 1,376 3,828 1,167 2,661 1,124
Psoriasis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 425 819 819 877 2,109 719 1,390 831
Dermatitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,697 2,059 2,608 1,884 6,556 2,386 4,169 1,693
Trouble with dry (itching) skin, unclassified . . . . . . 1,577 1,716 1,912 1,423 5,155 1,842 3,313 1,471
Trouble with ingrown nails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 872 1,281 2,207 1,446 4,559 1,782 2,777 1,248
Trouble with corns and calluses . . . . . . . . . . . . . 807 772 1,301 898 3,229 1,558 1,670 549

Impairments

Visual impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,663 1,831 3,357 1,429 5,664 2,271 3,393 2,616
Color blindness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 539 658 1,243 371 1,852 695 1,156 959
Cataracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,153 1,845 2,419 1,605 5,295 2,182 3,113 1,727
Glaucoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 603 705 751 536 1,977 958 1,019 618
Hearing impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,916 5,462 7,636 5,030 15,554 5,609 9,945 6,490
Tinnitus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,044 1,896 3,136 1,790 5,660 2,225 3,435 2,206
Speech impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 569 600 1,066 485 2,288 918 1,370 432
Absence of extremities (excludes tips of fingers or
toes only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222 370 385 309 957 370 587 329

Paralysis of extremities, complete or partial . . . . . . 333 619 950 236 1,755 716 1,038 383
Deformity or orthopedic impairment . . . . . . . . . . . 5,366 7,975 9,128 7,030 22,175 8,315 13,860 7,325

Back . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,188 4,575 4,726 4,416 12,932 4,747 8,185 3,973
Upper extremities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 725 1,188 1,156 1,101 3,054 1,088 1,966 1,116
Lower extremities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,011 3,623 4,460 2,601 9,360 3,557 5,803 3,336

Selected digestive conditions

Ulcer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 547 691 1,485 987 2,729 1,136 1,593 980
Hernia of abdominal cavity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,033 1,109 1,558 770 3,418 773 2,645 1,052
Gastritis or duodenitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 901 873 1,114 841 3,047 1,227 1,820 682
Frequent indigestion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 777 1,811 2,616 1,216 4,996 2,075 2,921 1,423
Enteritis or colitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 486 318 622 261 1,415 644 771 271
Spastic colon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444 273 890 476 1,828 603 1,225 255
Diverticula of intestines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 510 651 921 447 1,929 551 1,378 600
Frequent constipation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 694 651 1,148 657 2,533 1,106 1,427 616

See footnote and notes at end of table.
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Table 66. Number of selected reported chronic conditions, by geographic region and place of residence: United States, 1996—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II.]

Type of chronic condition

Geographic region

Place of residence

MSA1

Not
MSA1Northeast Midwest South West

All
MSA1

Central
city

Not
central

city

Selected conditions of the
genitourinary, nervous, endocrine, metabolic,

and blood and blood-forming systems Number of chronic conditions in thousands

Goiter or other disorders of the thyroid . . . . . . . . . 593 791 1,978 1,236 3,810 1,729 2,081 788
Diabetes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,341 1,596 3,196 1,494 6,022 2,297 3,726 1,605
Anemias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 499 1,374 718 2,777 1,247 1,530 680
Epilepsy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238 504 331 261 993 447 546 342
Migraine headache . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,470 2,546 4,191 2,340 8,730 3,115 5,615 2,816
Neuralgia or neuritis, unspecified . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 54 100 116 219 139 80 134
Kidney trouble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459 574 1,160 359 1,753 902 851 799
Bladder disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 510 620 1,089 920 2,331 935 1,397 808
Diseases of prostate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 541 472 1,266 524 2,191 731 1,459 612
Diseases of female genital organs . . . . . . . . . . . . 844 1,067 1,564 945 3,650 1,161 2,489 770

Selected circulatory conditions

Rheumatic fever with or without heart disease . . . . 385 438 607 330 1,290 404 886 469
Heart disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,772 4,945 6,969 3,967 15,127 5,502 9,626 5,526

Ischemic heart disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,556 1,902 2,778 1,435 5,501 1,942 3,559 2,170
Heart rhythm disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,166 2,155 2,542 1,854 6,658 2,516 4,142 2,058

Tachycardia or rapid heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351 719 817 423 1,652 696 956 658
Heart murmurs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,428 1,023 1,209 1,124 3,826 1,472 2,354 957
Other and unspecified heart rhythm disorders . . 388 413 516 307 1,181 348 832 443

Other selected diseases of heart, excluding
hypertension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,050 888 1,649 678 2,968 1,043 1,925 1,297

High blood pressure (hypertension) . . . . . . . . . . . 5,891 6,864 10,275 5,284 21,111 8,430 12,682 7,202
Cerebrovascular disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 554 572 1,174 700 2,157 935 1,222 843
Hardening of the arteries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 541 469 410 991 429 562 565
Varicose veins of lower extremities . . . . . . . . . . . 1,820 1,875 1,817 1,887 5,651 1,987 3,664 1,748
Hemorrhoids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,744 2,173 2,526 2,088 6,697 2,234 4,463 1,834

Selected respiratory conditions

Chronic bronchitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,749 3,741 4,801 2,859 11,096 3,831 7,265 3,054
Asthma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,333 3,589 4,690 2,984 11,976 4,822 7,154 2,620
Hay fever or allergic rhinitis without asthma . . . . . . 4,220 5,424 8,593 5,484 18,887 6,742 12,145 4,834
Chronic sinusitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,598 9,077 14,755 4,732 25,152 9,474 15,679 8,009
Deviated nasal septum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 557 365 607 457 1,605 459 1,146 380
Chronic disease of tonsils or adenoids . . . . . . . . . 436 548 962 567 1,868 831 1,037 645
Emphysema . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 365 547 576 333 1,280 549 731 540

1MSA is metropolitan statistical area.

NOTES: The standard errors and relative standard errors (RSE’s) can be computed by using parameter set V of table II and the formula presented in rule 1 of appendix I. An estimate of 3.6 million has
a 10-percent RSE; of 892,000, a 20-percent RSE; and of 397,000, a 30-percent RSE.
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